
Art Golden Threads and Sticky knowledge 

Golden Threads: 

1. Artist study 

2. Painting and Drawing Skills 

3. Other materials 

Sticky Knowledge linked to the Golden Threads 

Buttercups – Reception 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Artist study   Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and 
plants 

Painting and Drawing Skills Begin to show accuracy and care 
when drawing 

Experiment with colour 

Safely use and explore a variety of 
techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture and form. 

 

Other materials Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques. 
(see also Buttercup Skill Progression) 

 

Poppy - Year 1/2 

 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 

Artist study 
 

Children can use 
draw inspiration 
from and design in 
the style of Roy 
Lichenstein. 

  Be able to describe 
the work of 
Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo 
including 
recognising 
materials and his 
inspiration. 

  



Painting and 
Drawing Skills 
 

Children can mix 
primary colours to 
make secondary 
colours 

 

Children will 
understand that 
wax can resist 
watercolour paints.  

Children will 
understand the 
vocabulary of 
proportion, line 
and design. 

   

Other materials 
 

 Children can use a 
combination of 
materials that have 
been torn, cut and 
glued to create an 
image 

Use a variety of 
techniques to join 
natural materials 
and create an 
aesthetically 
pleasing 3D 
structure. 

Children will know 
how to sort and 

arrange materials 
to create a desired 

image. 

Pupils will be able 
to press print using 

a variety of 
materials, e.g. 

sponges, fruits and 
blocks  

Children will 
understand 

weaving is a way of 
joining materials by 
moving them over 

and under.  

 

Willow – Year 3/4 

 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 

Artist study 
 

March Chagall Tbc. Henry Moore Gakonga Paula Rego  

Painting and 
Drawing Skills 
 

Perspective- 
drawing a still life 

Shading and tone Composition- 
creating a 

composition on the 
page 

Patterns- looking in 
particular at 
African style 

Figure drawing and 
proportion 

 

 

Other materials 
 

Mosaics- designing 
and creating 

 Digital media- for 
propaganda 

posters 

Clay manipulation- 
creating beads. 

Batik- 
understanding how 

‘resist’ works. 

 

 

Oakwood - Year 5/6 

 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 

Artist study 
 

TBC – Giacometti? Graffiti style art - 
Banksy 

William Morris 
Andy Warhol 

 Hokusai 
Manga Art 

 



Painting and 
Drawing Skills 
 

a  Use of spray 
paints/stencils 

Fine line drawing 
development 

 Textured painting 
for effect (acrylics) 

 

Other materials 
 

use materials other 
than clay to create 
a 3D sculpture - 
wire 
 

 Glass painting 
(stained glass 

windows) 

Maya Stelae 
Clay sculpture 

With carving for 
pattern/effect 

 
Steam Punk Photo 

portraits 

Poly prints  

 


